
Shortly before 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 17, the roar 
of 30 motorcycles could be hear throughout Warroad. The 
rumble signified that the Tribute to the Troops had arrived 
safely in our community.

The group left the Twin Cities at 6:30 that morning and 
made their way north, picking up more riders as they traveled 
on. Groups of people lined the streets of the various towns 
they passed through, waving flags and cheering them on.

Upon arrival in Warroad, they met outside the Patch Motel 
and then headed over to the Gardens Arena to get staged and 
ready for the last leg and the reason for the long journey: a 
ride to the home of Steve and Donna LaDuke to honor the 
memory of their daughter, Felicia, who died tragically in 
2005 after returning home from a seven month deployment 
to Iraq.

Outside the LaDuke home, members of the Color Guard 
lined the street and friends, neighbors and family gathered. 
As 4:00 p.m. neared, the roar of the engines could be heard 
once more as the Tribute to the Troops left Warroad and 
headed towards the Warroad Estates.

Emotions were running high as the group appeared and 
slowly drove by the Color Guard and the LaDuke family. 
People waved through their tears and stood in awe as 
the group parked their motorcycles and approached the 
LaDukes.

Rani Waldoch, a ride captain, greeted the family and spoke 
briefly. A few gifts were given to Steve, Donna and the 
children including a stuffed bear, dog tags and a Tribute to 
the Troops flag. Mark Hennig, another ride captain, then 
presented the family with a plaque commemorating the life 

and service of SPC Felicia LaDuke.
Motorcycle rides were then given to those who wanted 

one, and the day ended with a cruise to The Point for the 
Chamber of Commerce Customer Appreciation Picnic.

A send-off breakfast was held Sunday morning at the Eagles 
and one more roar at 8:30 a.m. indicated the Tribute to the 
Troops were heading out, leaving this town in amazement 
and pride.

Tribute to the Troops

The Tribute to the Troops passed through the Color Guard as they 

Ride captain Mark Hennig greets the LaDuke family: Steve, Elijah, 
Donna and Brianne.

A plaque commemorating Felicia was given to the family.
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